
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Bulnes : El Verdadero Juarez 905 

El Verdadero Juarez y la Verdad sobre la Intervention y el Imperio. 

Por Francisco Bulnes. (Paris and Mexico: Libreria de la 

Vda. de Ch. Bouret. 1904. Pp. 873.) 

There have been three great periods in the history of modern Mex- 
ico — the Conquest, the Revolution, the Empire. Each of these, in a 
phrase, was a conflict between forces of the Old and New Worlds, the 
first eventuating in victory for the older order, the second in a com- 
promise, the third in a triumph for a society which, although fertilized 
by the Continent, was in its essence Mexican. Senor Bulnes's work 
falls within the third period, and for the above reason — together with 
the fact that the Monroe doctrine as expounded by the United States 
then received its severest test — it has interest for us. 

Senor Bulnes in his El Verdadero Juarez is to be congratulated. 
Indeed, this does not quite express the full measure of satisfaction 
rendered by the very capable and, in a sense, fairly brilliant work. 
The book, however, has some drawbacks when tested by American stan- 
dards. It is an excellent example of the difference between the modern 
scientific and the discursive Latin schools. Be this difference what it 
may, the manner and spirit of his writings pleases, even though one may 
smile at certain predilections and prejudices of the author, which, as 
though by purpose, are frankly exposed. If it had no other merit, it 
would be a notable production because of its wonderful portraits of the 
leading figures of the intervention and Empire. It is doubtful whether 
thus far anything has been published which quite equals it in this 
respect. The limning of Maximilian is capital. One phrase in his 
characterization is worthy of quotation : " Comenzaba todo y nada 
acababa" (p. 541). Juarez, too, is searchingly criticized, even his 
ability being questioned, while his character (as indeed for all his biog- 
raphers) retains its mysterious qualities. In this respect it is no 
injustice to the author to place him in company with Loizillon, Lefevre, 
Zamacois (who could never strip anything because of his prolixity), 
Marx, Keratry, Bibesco, and the authors of A troves de los Siglos. 
Senor Bulnes has been unmitigatedly harsh with all his characters 
except Marquez, one of the blackest, according to many; and one of the 
worst sufferers is Juarez, that personification of an idea, that imposing 
Indian struggling for his native land. Powhatan, Tecumseh, Pontiac — 
all battled to save their peoples from destruction. Juarez alone tri- 
umphed, saving, for the time, Mexico for Mexicans. 

The book is divided into five parts. Part 1 deals with the questions 
which led up to the intervention, and it is scarcely necessary to say that 
the corrupt and utterly unconscionable role of the governments respon- 
sible for it is set forth with no mincing of words. As in his El Porvenir 
de las Naciones Hispanoamericanas, Senor Bulnes takes a gloomy view 
of the conduct of states. Truly, having at hand in Mexico so happy 
an illustration of the sinning of nations against a nation, he cannot be 
much blamed if he looks upon history as a chronicle of unkindnesses. 
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The utterly base and infamous claims which were given to the world 
by the powers as the bases for their intervention in Mexico have 
nowhere received a more complete airing than here. Be it said to the 
credit of England, Lord Russell refused to play the role assigned his 
government, though this does not relieve England of the stigma of 
having herself presented a very shadowy claim. 

The answer to these claims might have been anticipated, for a man 
like Juarez could never have consented to the insolent demands of the 
powers. The intervention must therefore proceed, which among its 
other purposes held the beneficent one of giving Mexico a stable gov- 
ernment. It is true that Mexico since 1810 had been more or less a 
seething political caldron, casting up leader after leader and as many 
forms of government. The saving grace of each of these — excepting 
the short-lived empire of Iturbide — lies in the fact that it was repub- 
lican. So much was this the case, Senor Bulnes affirms, that when the 
foreign armies landed at Vera Cruz there was not in Mexico a monarch- 
ists party large or small (p. 16). It is needless to say that on this point 
evidence is wanting, and that there are many dissenters; even the 
author himself is led to say (p. 472) that a man of character and mettle 
could have established permanently the Empire. 

Parts 11 and in have to do with things military. The progress of 
the war is noted in detail. The author's strictures on the leadership 
of Juarez and his advisers are most severe. Especially is this true of 
their conduct of the Puebla campaign, which eventuated in the annihila- 
tion of practically the whole of the organized army of the Republic. 
Part iy, " La Salvacion ", treating of the causes contributing to the 
overthrow of the Empire, is, as a whole, not up to the standard. For 
example, a whole chapter (62 pages) is devoted to a discussion of the 
French depreciation of the Mexican soldier, an element characterized 
by Senor Bulnes as a third ally of Juarez. Other chapters, however, 
contain a superb analysis of the society of Mexico. The dissection of 
the native with his traditions and prejudices is most vivid and con- 
vincing. These chapters cannot be too highly praised. 

Another discussion in this part is open to criticism. In the affair 
of the Empire the United States has never been clearly placed, nor has 
Senor Bulnes rendered it definite. While the subject of intervention 
had been broached by the powers as early as 1859, its final resolution 
was no doubt hastened by the outbreak of hostilities between the North 
and the South. Pending the settlement of secession there could be no 
operation of the Monroe doctrine, so far as the application of its implied 
powers was concerned. Nevertheless, the author shows truly that from 
the first Juarez counted on the assistance of the Union. He does not, 
however, bring out the rather servile role played by the United States 
in refusing to permit the embarcation of a few arms bought by Busta- 
mante, while facilitating French purchases of wagons and mules, with- 
out which the invaders had been stranded in the mountains between 
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Vera Cruz and the capital. Nor does he begin to pierce the subtilties 
of Seward's diplomacy, which truly here borrowed some of the taint 
of Italy. With one hand this astute man blinded Romero, and with the 
other drew a veil over the befogged Napoleon, whom the secretary rec- 
ognized as the European stalking-horse which, once properly deployed, 
might with all ease demolish the bulwarks of the Union. Another 
depth, too, he does not sound. How else could he affirm that, had the 
South triumphed, Mexico would have been conquered by her for the pur- 
pose of extending slavery ? or indeed invaded and divided with Napoleon 
(p. 144) ? 

Part v, " La Justicia ", recounts the final struggle with its calamitous 
ending. Here is laid bare the causes of the failure of the Empire. The 
utter weakness of Maximilian in dealing with great problems of state 
are all too manifest. And here again, as history has often chronicled, 
it is the failure of the finances which pulled down the structure of state. 
By 1866 the debt of Mexico was $430,000,000, Maximilian's part in it 
reaching the enormous sum of $255,000,000. These questions are lumi- 
nously treated, and many others concentrating in the chute. 

Senor Bulnes has produced a book which, spite of its defects, is 
notable. Had he avoided certain of the attractive digressions not mate- 
rial to his story; had he summarized the long quotations from other 
authors or banished them to foot-notes ; had he given us a bibliography 
and an index (sorely needed, for there are 870 pages), there could have 
been nothing but praise for his work. He has, however, earned our 
gratitude by citing his authorities on most disputed points, and these 
citations are by no means infrequent, for he not only familiarized 
himself with the literature of his subject, but he delved in archives 
and upturned materials which cast a lime-light on not a few hitherto 
obscure pages. Finally, we can but repeat that, whatever its faults, the 
brilliance of his style, his sincerity, his fearlessness in handling severely 
some of the heroes of Mexico, can have from us but the warmest 
commendation. Walter Flavius McCaleb. 

Th. Nast, his Period and his Pictures. By Albert Bigelow Paine. 
(New York and London : Macmillan. 1904. Pp. xxi, 583, xx.) 
With an abundance of admiration and sympathy for his subject, Mr. 
Paine has produced this story of " the father of the American cartoon ". 
It is a story full of striking incident and human interest, skilfully 
unrolling the picturesque career of a genius who had within him the 
potentialities of an American Hogarth. No other American artist has 
ever transformed his pencil into such a scepter of political power, and 
probably no other ever will. The 450 illustrations that lend a singular 
value to this volume are nearly all reproductions of Nast's contributions 
to Harper's Weekly between 1862 and 1886. They form at once a con- 
vincing illustration of Nast's character and ideals as described in the 
text, and a marvelous exposition and commentary concerning the polit- 



